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(U) The President :
I ' d like to congratulate you on a job well
d one , and congratulations on a fantastic election .
(U) President - elect Zelenskyy : Good to hear from you.
Thank you
so very much.
I t' s very nice to hear from you , and I appreciate
the congratu l ations .
(U)

The President:

That was an incredible election .

(U) President - elect Zelenskyy : Again , thank you so very much.
As you can see, we tried very hard to do our best .
We had you as
a great example .
(U) The President:
I think you will do a great job.
I have many
friends in Ukraine who know you and like you.
I have many
friends from Ukraine and they think - frankly - expected you to
win . And it ' s really an amazing thing that you ' ve done .
-

CAUTION: A Memorandum of a Telephone Conversation (TELCON) is not a verbatim transcript of a
discussion. The text in this document records the notes and recollections of Situation Room Duty
Officers and NSC policy staff assigned to listen and memorialize the conversation in writ~en form
as the conversation takes place. A number of factors can affect the accuracy of the record,
including poor telecommunications connections and variations in accent and/or interpretati on.
The word "inaudible" is used to i ndicate portions of a conversation that the notetaker was unabl e
to hear.
An interpreter facilitated this conversation.

Differences in interpretation may result in subt l e

differences in the exact meaning of phrases .
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I guess, in a way, I did something similar. We're making
tremendous progress in the U.S. [United States] - we .have the
most tremendous economy ever. I just wanted to congratulate you.
I have no doubt you will be a fantastic president.
(U) President-elect Zelenskyy: First of all, thank you so very
much, again, for the congratulations . We in Ukraine are an
independent country , and independent Ukraine - we're going to do
everything for the people. You are, as I said, a great example.
We are hoping we can expand on our job as you did. You will
a1ways, also, be a great example for many. You are a great
example for our new managers. I'd also like to invite you, if
it's possible, to the inauguration. I know how busy you are, but
if it's possibl~ for you to cbme to the inauguration cere~ony ,
that would be a great, great thing for you to do to be with us on
that day.
(U) The President: Well, that's very nice. I'll look into that,
and well - give us the date and, at a very minimum, we'll have a
great representative. Or more than one from the United States
will be with you on that great day. So, we will have somebody,
at a minimum, at a very, very high level, and they will be with
you. Really, an incredible day . for an incredible achievement.

{U) President - elect Zelenskyy : Again, thank you , and we're
looking forward to your visit or to the visit of a high - l evel
delegation.
But there's no word that can describe our wonderful
country.
How nice , warm, and friendly our people are , how tasty
and delicious our food is, and how wonderful Ukraine is .
Words
cannot describe our country, so it would be best for you to see
it yourself.
So, if you can come,· that would be great.
So ,
again, I invite you to come .

{U) The President:

Well, I agr~e with you about your country ,
and I look forward to it.
When I owned Miss Universe, they
always had great people.
Ukraine was always very well
represented . When you're settled in and ready, I'd like to
'
invite you to the White House.
We ' ll have a lot of things to
talk about , but we ' re with you all the way.

(U) President - elect Zelenskyy : Well , thank you for the
invitation . We accept the invitation and look forward to the
visit.
Thank you again .
The whole team and I a~e looking
forward to that visit.
Thank you , again, for the
congratulations.
And I think that it will still be great if you
could come and be with us on this very important day of our
inauguration .
The results are incredible - they ' re very
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impressive for us. So , it will be absolutely fantastic if you
could come and be with us on that day.
(U) The President: Very good . We ' ll let you know very soon, and
we will see you, very soon , regardless. Congratulations - and,
please , say hello to the Ukrainian people and your family . Let
them know that I send my best regards from our country.
(U) President - elect Zelenskyy:

Well , thank you, again.

You have

a safe flight and see you soon.
(U) The President:

today.

Take care of yourself and give a great speech
You take care of yourself , and I'll see you soon.

(U) President-elect Zelenskyy: Thank you very much . It is
•
difficult for me, but I will practice English and we'll meet in
English. Thank you very much.
(U) The President :

[Laughter] All that ' s beautiful to hear!
_That ' s really good. I could not do that in your language. I ' m
very impressed . Thank you very much .
.

(U) President - elect Zelenskyy :
you very soon .

Thank you very much.

I'll see

(U) The President:

Great day.

(U) President-elect Zelenskyy:

Good luck.
Goodbye.

End of Conversation
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